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‘Rare Bird Starts 
Life Humming | 


We haven't had a more exciting weekend up on Mt. 


_ Washington since the brush fire that took eight houses 15 
or 20 years ago. 


It began quietly enough, earlier in the week, when a 


‘neighbor of ours on the other side of the hill, Dan Trim- 


‘mer, looked out his window and saw a strange bird. As 


his wife Lee recalled it later, trying to get his exact 
‘words, he called to her and said, "There's a idan sla 


‘bird out here." 

Dan Trimmer had been ailing and was in bed on a small 
porch or sunroom of the Trimmer living room. It is a 
small two-level house perched:on a steep side of the hill 
in a forest of trees and chaparral. Bird life is abundant, 
sand Trimmer had been entertaining himself by watching 


ae through the window. 


Mrs. Trimmer got to the window in wine to see the bird 
and realized it was one she had never seen before. She 


isn't what you would call a hard-core bird-watcher, but 


fortunately she is interested enough to own a copy of Pe- 


-terson's Field Guide. Even so, she was too busy at the 


moment to look the new bird up, and it was two or three 
days, as she recalls, after they realized the unusual bird 


‘ was still hanging around, before she decided to see if she 


could identify him. 


It was no trouble at all. The bird was a hummer, which 


was obvious, but what made him different, among other 
things, was his bill. It was broad and red. Indeed, he 


looked very much like the bird whose picture she found _ 


on Page 166: a male broad-billed hummingbird. 


 "Cynanthus latirostris," the book said, "Male: Dark 


green above and below with a blue throat (bird looks all 


let." i; 


black in distance). Bill bright red, with black tip. Voice: A 


 Menatter .. . Hum of ie Het." higher ne than oulee 


Rh ‘species; has zing of a rifle es ee 
Can ia 


Broad ~ 
billed 


—. Hummin ghd 


One thing gave her pa | 
ere was not listed as Dectiting California at i 
Mrs. Trimmer felt quite sure, Book inh 

phoned the Audubon Society, a ie 

"L have a broad-billed hummingbird 3 
on Mt, Washington," she told them. 

Perhaps the volunteer who took t 
the society's regular taped peport of sig 
ly aware of its importance, ul the ne f 

It would be hard 0.4 Mit > the i p Trim- 
mer's discovery. onthe inner circle of the Audubon, and ; 
eventually on the tranquility of her own household 
neighborhood. It Cort have caused less excitement 
President Ford had dropped in by ‘helicopter to i 
Washington School at the top of the hill. ‘ 

Mrs. Trimmer's first call came from Jean Brandt, 7 ; 
mainstay -of the local Audubon and a birder of unim- — 
peachable integrity. Ms. Brandt verified Mrs. Trimmer's 
_report by phone, then got in her car at once and drove to | 
“Mt. Washington to see for herself. The Trimmer house is’ 
not easy to find, and when you find the address the house 
js still hard to find, being somewhat concealed, like a bird- 
house in a tree; but Jean Brandt, I'm sure, would have ~ 
brooked no obstacle in her quest. . 

For the fact is that the broad-billed hummingbird had - 
never before been seen in Los Angeles. 

I am pleased to say that Ms. Brandt suggested to Mira. a 
Trimmer, with whom I was not acquainted, that she tele- — 
phone me. "He'd like to. know, " she said, or something like — 


Mrs. Trimmer did phone me, but by the time I could ° 
finish up my work and get over to her house I found that 
a dozen of the best-known birders in the West had been | 
there first. Mrs. Trimmer had decided to put out a guest — 
book, and it was already signed by Arnold Small, Shum- — 
way Suffel, Charles and Elsie Bernstein and other illus 
trious birders. 

"You wouldn't believe it, who's been here,” said Mrs. 
Trimmer. "My husband said, "Who's coming over—a_ 

. bunch of little old ladies?' Well, they've been mostly men, — 

And such nice people." ‘ 

@ he still around?" I ask. "The bird?" — a 
Oh, yes. Every 20 minutes." —_. Bs 

The hummer would appear, Mrs. Trimmer Lineal me | 
_at the feeder hanging just outside her kitchen window, — 
"You'll hear him. He makes a lot of noise." iy. 

In a minute or two I heard a zing and some chatter and 


window. 
"He has to check you out," said Mrs, Trimmer. 
Evidently satisfied, the bird settled into the ring 
the feeder, stuck his long red bill into the cup, and 
' That. was only Friday. All day Saturday and § 
Abe birders came, and Mrs. Trimmer has been ad 
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